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W h a t  a r e  M E P S ?

‘Minimum energy performance standards’ 
means rules that require existing buildings
• to meet an energy performance requirement as 

part of a wide renovation plan for a building stock 
or 

• at a trigger point on the market (sale or rent),

• in a period of time or

• by a specific date, thereby triggering renovation of 
existing buildings;
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O v e r c o m i n g  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n

Financial support schemes should be designed to support MEPS compliance 
ahead of the deadline, acting as an early indicator of future standards, as in the 
following example which uses national EPC classes as benchmarks:

• Before 2026: grant to cover 15% of renovation costs if renovated up to level D, 

25% if up to level C, 30% if up to level B and 45% if up to level A.

• Before 2029: 15% of renovation costs if renovated up to level C, 25% if up to 
level B, 35%, if up to level A.

• Before 2036: 15% of renovation costs up to level B, 25% up to level A.

• Before 2042: 15% of renovation costs up to level A.



MEPS should apply to all building typologies, with an initial focus on worst-
performing buildings. 

To harness energy saving potential of worst-performing buildings, MEPS should be 
applied to both residential and non-residential buildings.

The EPBD revision should include these 5 design principles and should avoid 
introducing exemptions which could lead to undermining the MEPS system. 

However, MEPS can still be designed flexibly at Member States level

Any MEPS scheme put into place must be implemented within a comprehensive 
ecosystem of supporting policy instruments tailored to the needs of the different 
target groups.
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